|

harrogateadvertiser.co.uk ~ ripongazette.co.uk ~ wetherbynews.co.uk Thursday, March 28,2013

Charities to benefit from store initiative

BYALEXJOHNSTON
@HarrogateHound
Ackrill.news@ypn.co.uk

AHarrogate supermarket has
relaunched its efforts to help
provide cashfor charity.

Asda supermarket encourag-
es shoppers to choose which
one of three chosen charities
should benefit from a £200
cash boost every two months.

Details of three charities
are listed above boxes in the
store where shoppers can
drop a plastic green disk as
their vote.

Theinitiative waslaunched
oneyearago, but nowthe store
iskeen to get the message out
to more of its shoppers, and
more charities.

Store Manager Darren
Maxwell spoke to the Harro-
gate Advertiser series.

He said: “Harrogate Com-
munity Life hasbeenrunning
for the past 12 months.

“We have invited some of

the organisations that have

benefitted fromit overthelast
yeartotherelaunch this week.

“Wearerelaunchingitand
hope to make more custom-
ers aware.

“Every two months there
are new charities put up on
the board in store.

“We are talking to custom-
ersabout whoshould be bene-
fitting, howthey can nominate
someone and the process af-
ter that.

“We get over 50,000 cus-
tomers each week.

“That means there is a
greatchance for smaller chari-
ties to get recognition by get-
ting involved.

In the latest donation,
Meningitis Trust received
£200.

The other two charities,
Forest School of Knaresbor-
ough and Friends of Valley gar-
dens, eachreceived £50.

Charities that have won
in the past 12 months include
Harlow Friendship.Club, Our
Angels, Horticap, Happy Wan-
derers and Lifeline.

Deputy Mayor Ian Gallo-

way attended the relaunch.

He said: I am chair of the
voluntary sector, and so I al-
ways want to help charity
events in the borough.

“This is a fantastic way for
such groupstoget recognition.

“It also gives the local pop-
ulation a bit of a say and feel
for t.

Jane Blayney of Friends of
Valley Gardens said: “Asdaare
very supportive of community
groups which is very good.

“The more support we can
get, the better.

“We are restoring the
pump in the Valley Gardens
which also involves cleaning
andrestoring the area.

“The great thing about hav-
ing an opportunity to be seen
inasupermarketiswe canad-
vertise events here to people
who may not otherwise know
they are happening.”

Charities and those wish-
ing to nominate a cause to
be considered by Harrogate
Community Life can register
interest by going to the super-
market.
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Staff and pupils of Forest School with Friends of Valley Gardens, Darren Maxwell and Deputy Mayor Ian Galloway.



